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February is Foundation Month 

T ouch a Heart,  this year’s theme, 

reminds us of the enormous poten�al 

our support of the Founda�on can make in the lives of a child.  

Consider the Possibilities that your contribu�on can make to 

improving the lives of children with upper limb deficiencies.  

Won’t you please consider dona�ng to our IWUSA Founda�on?  

Here’s just a few ways you can help -  
 

♥ Become a Sustaining Contributor with a $100 annual  

dona�on.  When your contribu�ons reach $1,000 you are 

recognized as a Rose Council Member. 

♥ Earn your wings and become a Founda�on Benefactor by 

including the Founda�on in your estate planning. 

♥ Challenge your crea�vity and hold a club event to raise 

Founda�on funds. 

From the Chairman’s Desk ................  

G 
ree�ngs from your Founda�on Chairman! 

My hear1elt thanks to all trustees and Governing Body officers for their par�cipa�on and 

reports for our IWUSA Fall Mee�ngs in San Antonio, Texas in late September 2016.  Job well 

done!  The mee�ngs were very produc�ve. I appreciate everyone’s support.  What a wonderful way to 

welcome our newest member trustee, Claudia LaBorde! 
 

On Thursday, September 30th, we had the privilege and honor of having Steve Mandacina, Na�onal Director for Hanger 

Clinic come to our mee�ng room at the hotel and do a presenta�on/demonstra�on of prosthe�c devices that are used 

with our limb recipients.  What a fantas�c presenta�on.  A?er his presenta�on, we all went in cabs to tour one of the 

Hanger Clinics in San Antonio.  The staff there did an outstanding tour for all 25 of us!  We all saw what our wonderful 

Na�onal Project “Give a Child a Hand” is all about.   
 

The fantas�c tour to Hanger Clinic, coupled with Steve’s caring and deligh1ul personality was enjoyed by everyone.  We 

thank Jus�n Pfaff, Clinic Manager, Patrick Mcgahey, Mona Patel and the staff for making it possible.  It was the icing on 

the cake! 
 

Our latest limb recipient is Mario from Ft. Myers, Florida.  At our mee�ngs we had an update on Mario.  Hanger Clinic 

was s�ll working on his progress.  September 28th, Ellen Erickson, past District 696 Chairman, took Mario, his Mother and 

interpreter to an appointment with Hanger Clinic in Ft. Myers.  Mario’s had several appointments since then and we 

finally received word and pictures of him and his “new arm”.  The pictures in our NewsleGer tell it all!  Inner Wheel and 

the Founda�on have “touched Mario’s heart.”  Mario in return has “touched our hearts!” 
 

I believe that each one of you truly holds the best interest of Inner Wheel and the Founda�on at heart!  Alone we can do 

so liGle;  together, we can do so much more!   
 

In Inner Wheel friendship & hugs, 

Yolanda N. Gonzalez, IWUSA Founda�on Chairman 

 

Thanks and Appreciation are 

extended to our clubs, members and friends 

who honored the memory of our late 

IWUSA President, BeGy Tucker, with 

dona�ons to our Founda�on totaling $4,140 

as of December 31, 2016.   
 

At the Spring 2016 District 696 mee�ng 

BeGy shared a very special moment with Inner Wheel members 

when, at the conclusion of the mee�ng, she helped release a 

kaleidoscope of buGerflies.  That event was one of the last BeGy 

par�cipated in.  Like the buGerflies, may we take flight and shine 

brightly in helping insure that the work of the IWUSA Founda�on 

con�nues into the decades to come.  In remembering BeGy may 

we be reminded that suppor�ng the Founda�on helps create 

beGer lives and happier futures for our recipients. 
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Inner Wheel USA Founda�on 

Statement of Ac�vi�es 

For the period July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016 

 

Unrestricted Net Assets 
Revenues and Gaines: 
Contribu�ons $69,027 
Miscellaneous Income 1,376 
Interest income, cash accounts 8 
Securi�es Income 

Dividends & ST capital gains 25, 036 
Investment Interest 18,062 
Realized gains (losses) (13,466) 
Unrealized gains (losses) 34,750 

 134,793 
Net assets released from restric�ons 3,000 
 137,793 
Expenses: 
Accoun�ng expense 1,600 
Annual report 568 
Box rental 86 
Educa�on & promo�on 166 
Filing fees 90 
Foreign tax 30 
Insurance 1,122 
Investment management fee 13,634 
Pins & Jewels 467 
Postage 501 
Prin�ng, copy, supplies 556 
Project alloca�on 36,098 
Travel & conference expense 5,879
  
Total expenses 60,797 
Increase in Unrestricted Net Assets 76,996 
 
Temporarily Restricted Net Assets 
Contribu�ons 3,000 
Net assets released from restric�ons 

Restric�ons sa�sfied by payments (3,000) 
Increase/Decrease in Temporarily Restricted Net Assets 0 
Increase in Net Assets  76,996 
 

Beginning of Year Net Assets 1,589,761 
End of Year Net Assets $1,666,757 

RECOGNIZING FOUNDATION DONATIONS 

 

The IWUSA Founda�on welcomes contribu�ons from 

individual members, clubs and districts as well as from 

sources outside Inner Wheel.  The oval Rose Council pin, 

pictured here,  is presented to members when their dona�on reaches 

$1,000.  Donors are recognized as follows - 
 

Founda�on Friend $100 - 999 

Rose Council $1000 - 1,999 

Jeweled Rose $2,000 - 4,999 

Sapphire (Jewel) $5,000 - 9,9999 

Ruby (Jewel) $10,000 - 24,999 

Emerald (Jewel) $25,000 and above 
 

Benefactor recogni�on is given to anyone who informs the 

Founda�on, in wri�ng, that they have made provisions in a will or 

estate plan for a contribu�on to the Inner Wheel Founda�on.  

Benefactor contribu�ons are recognized by the addi�on of gold leaves 

to the Rose Council pin.   
 

For addi�onal informa�on on dona�ng, contact your club’s Founda�on 

Coordinator or visit the IWUSA website, innerwheelusa.com and click 

on the IWUSA Founda�on tab at the top of the page.   

Janice LeFevre, Founda�on Trustee 

serving as liaison with Hanger Clinic, reports 

that since forming our partnership with Hanger 

in 2004, the Founda.on’s dona.ons of  

$588, 701 have provided $1.4 million worth of 

care to 71 children.  The value of our 

dona�ons has almost tripled because of the 

generosity of Hanger.  Hanger provides the 

prosthe�cs at cost to Inner Wheel and provides 

all services to the clients at no cost.   

Prosthe�c devices, like those pictured below, 

are available to our clubs to use for 

demonstra�on at mee�ngs, fundraisers and 

community events.  For more informa�on on 

how you can secure these devices, contact 

Janice at janicelefevre@yahoo.com.   

The IWUSA Founda�on also provides tools for promo�ng our Founda�on 

in the way of brochures, book marks and power point presenta�ons.  

These items are available by contac�ng Public Rela�ons Trustee, Patricia 

Picard, at pmcpicard@gmail.com.  

Steve Mandacina, Director of 

Clinical Support at Hanger, joined 

the Trustees and Governing Body 

members at the Fall mee�ng in San 

Antonio bringing various prosthe�c 

devices for demonstra�on.   

Perseverance pays off and Past IWUSA 

President Norma Trillia recognized that as 

she challenged herself to pick up a pen using 

the  hook limb. 

Patricia Picard (back to camera), Norma 

Trillia & Miriam Fisher met Mona Patel 

at Hanger in San Antonio.  Mona lost her 

leg below the knee as a college student 

when she was struck by a drunk driver. 

The mother of 2 daughters, Mona 

founded the San Antonio Amputee 

Support Group inspiring both children 

and adult amputees with her posi�ve 

can-do aStude. To read more about 

Mona’s support group visit, 

www.saamputeefounda�on.org. 



M 
ario’s Story 

Ft. Myers Inner Wheel member, Deloris Donnelly, invited her 

neighbor, Bev, for coffee about 6 months ago.  As the two ladies 

visited, Bev asked Deloris to tell her about Inner Wheel.  Deloris 

spoke about the Inner Wheel Founda�on and how it provides 

upper limb extremi�es to children from infancy to 18 years.  Bev told Deloris that she 

knew of a child without a hand, a 5 year-old pre-K student named Mario at a local 

school in Ft. Myers that she tutored for.  Deloris shared this informa�on with fellow 

club member and past District 696 chair, Ellen Erickson.  The wheels were set in mo-

�on and no �me was wasted making the right contacts with Founda�on Chair, Yolan-

da Gonzalez, and Hanger Clinic to determine what could be done for Mario.     

An appointment was set up with Hanger and  Deloris, Bev and Ellen offered to accompany Mario and his Mother to the Clinic. In fact they’ve been accom-

panying him for all his visits and now refer to themselves as the “entourage”.  They also added a school representa�ve fluent in Spanish who helps Mario’s 

Mother understand all that is being done for her son.   

Limb recipients are usually seen 3 �mes before the fabrica�on of the limb begins.  It was certainly worth the wait as you can tell by the smile on Mario’s 

face in the above picture when he was able to pick up a bag with his new arm. Prostheses are heavier than the recipient’s deficient limb so it takes some 

geSng used to and the Ft Myers “entourage” thought it might be helpful if Mario could meet someone else using a myoelectric limb.  They contacted 

Hanger to arrange a special surprise - a visit from another recipient of an upper limb - Caleb “Gator Fred”, Langdale.     

Our readership may remember Caleb’s story.  In July of 2012, Caleb was enjoying a swim with friends in a Florida canal when he was aGacked by an 11 foot 

gator.  He lost most of his right arm but that September Caleb was fiGed with a BeBionic myoelectric prosthesis compliments of Inner Wheel and Hanger 

Clinic.  Today, at the age of 22, Caleb repairs airboats and con�nues to enjoy the outdoor life he relished before his accident.   What an inspira�on Caleb 

must have been to Mario.  He’s even offered to visit Mario’s classroom so that at their young age these kindergartners can gain a deeper apprecia�on of 

how these limbs are changing his and Mario’s life.    

Congratula�ons to Gator Fred and Mario.  You’re turning your disability into endless possibilities! 

C 
ome Join Us 

 
 

On June 10-14, 2017, the city of Atlanta, Georgia, will welcome Rotarians and Friends of Rotary to the 108th Rotary Interna�onal 

Conven�on.  The Conven�on marks the culmina�on of a year-long celebra�on of the 100
th

 anniversary of the Rotary Founda�on.  Tens of 

thousands of Rotarians are expected to aGend including Inner Wheel members and our own Interna�onal President, Oluyemisi Ala�se.   
 

The Inner Wheel Clubs of the USA, Canada and Mexico have joined forces to host an International Inner Wheel Friendship 
Luncheon on Monday, June 12 at the Renaissance Atlanta Midtown Hotel.  All Inner Wheel members and friends are invited to 

be part of this celebra�on.  Tickets are $58.00/person.  Our guest speaker will be Carrie Davis, IWUSA’s recipient of the MargareGe Golding 

Award in 2013. 
 

A special room rate of $129/night has been secured at the luncheon hotel for Inner Wheel members.   Please consider joining your Governing 

Body, Founda�on Trustees, and Inner Wheel “sisters” from around the globe for this special event.   
 

For further informa�on and to register for the luncheon, go to innerwheelusa.com and click on the June 12th Luncheon link on the Home 

page. 

 

A few minor adjustments and Mario 

is ready to try out his arm 
A handshake from Gator Fred at 

their first mee�ng 

Two “brothers” share a  

common bond 

 


